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Sermon on the Epistle for the First Sunday in Advent. 
Rom. 13, 11—14. 


Again the new year of the Christians has come. Another church- 
year has come to a close, and a new year of grace and spiritual 
blessings has begun. Again Christ, the spiritual Sun of the world, 
has completed His course in our hearts. Again we. followed up the 
events of His life as recorded in the Gospels in the great festivals of 
Christmas, Good Friday, Easter, and Ascension Day. Again we have 
contemplated in our discourses, on the various Sundays of the church- 
year, the wonderful works of God for our salvation. O what an un- 
deserved grace and blessing we are enjoying in being able to hear 
God’s Word pure and undefiled, while so many are starving in the 
desert of heathendom or fed upon the husks of human doctrine and 
invention! O how little do we consider this greatest of all blessings; 
how little do we thank our kind heavenly Father for it; how little 
do we show ourselves worthy of it! 

And now, my friends, another year of grace has begun. Again 
the Sun of Righteousness and Salvation, Jesus Christ, has risen 
within us; again He lights our darkened understanding with the rays 
of His heavenly splendor and glory; again He warms our cold and 
chilly hearts with the fire of His divine love. Yea, once more has 
He begun His course, promising to illumine our path to heaven with 
the light of His Word! O that we all would follow His light! 
O that His Word were unto all of us a lamp unto our feet and a 
light unto our path! O that in future we would all make diligent use 
of the blessed privilege which we enjoy, that we would all come to 
hear His Word as often as we have an opportunity to come. O that 
for the church-year upon which we are entering to-day we might all 
solemnly vow with David: “So will I compass Thine altar, O Lord, 
that I may publish with the voice of thanksgiving and tell of all 
Thy wondrous works. Lord, I have loved the habitation of Thine 
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house, and the place where Thine honor dwelleth.” God grant that 
this may be the sincere and earnest resolution of every one among 
us on this first Sunday of the new church-year. 

Now it is my intention, during this church-year, to speak on 
the epistle-texts selected for the various Sundays. The epistle-lesson 
of this first Sunday in Advent very appropriately shows how a Chris- 
tian should begin his new year, viz., by waking up from the old sleep 
of sin, and by beginning anew to walk in a holy life. Let us, 
accordingly, consider to-day the apostle’s warning: 


“IT IS HIGH TIME TO AWAKE OUT OF SLEEP!” 


We consider: 
1. Why it is high time to awake from sleep; 
2. What the awakening from sleep consists in. 


1% 

“And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake 
out of sleep.” Of course, there can be no question as to what sleep 
is meant here. It is not bodily sleep and rest that the apostle is 
referring to, which is necessary for all men, but it is spiritual sleep 
from which we are exhorted to wake up. This spiritual sleep con- 
sists in this, that a person lives on without being concerned about 
his soul’s eternal salvation, without thinking about death and what 
is to follow, but, utterly disregarding all these momentous things, 
lives for this world and its enjoyments, and pleasures, and honor, and 
riches; that he walks in the sinful lusts of the flesh and in the 
pride of life; that he serves sin without thinking about its terrible 
consequences; that he spends his whole life upon earth without pro- 
viding for the life to come; that he dreams away, as it were, his 
precious time, until finally he wakes up in the tortures of hell, only 
to find that it is too late, too late! 

Oh! what an earnest and serious exhortation therefore which the 
apostle addresses to all the Christians in our epistle: Wake up! 
Wake up from your sleep! The apostle addresses these words to the 
Christians, for they, too, must yet wake up from this sleep! Indeed, 
it is necessary for every one to wake up again and again, to be 
aroused incessantly, so as not to fall back into that sleep which must 
finally end in everlasting death. For although the unconverted alone 
are encompassed by the fetters of this sleep in such a degree ag 
not to hear and see anything spiritual, yet also Christians, who have 
been awakened from this sleep, are not altogether free from a pro- 
pensity to fall back into this sleep. And hence they have to be 
warned and aroused again and again. Whoever you may be, there- 
fore, my dear hearer, whether you are a Christian or a disbeliever, 
also you have reason to heed the words of the apostle: Awake out of 
your sleep! It is high time that you should awake! 
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Now, what is the reason why we should awake? Why is it such 
high time for us to wake up? The apostle adds: “For now is our 
salvation nearer than when we believed.” By the term “salvation” 
Paul does not in this place mean the salvation of Christ, which con- 
sists in the grace and mercy of God and the forgiveness of our sins, 
and which we obtain by faith; for this salvation is not only near 
to us, but is already with us, in our possession. But “salvation” here 
means the salvation which we are still waiting for, which is near, 
and coming nearer all the time. It is the eternal salvation from 
every evil which death and the end of this world will bring to us. 
It is the salvation which our Savior Jesus Christ will bestow upon us 
when He shall come in His glory to destroy this world and judge 
all nations, to inflict upon the wicked eternal punishment, and to give 
to His children the kingdom prepared for them from the foundation 
of the world. And this salvation is now nearer to us than when we 
believed, that is, it is now nearer to us than when we began to believe, 
when we first became Christians. The day of our salvation is drawing 
closer and closer. Every day, every hour brings us nearer to it; 
every hour, every minute may actually bring it. It may come to- 
morrow, it may come to-day. For the day of the Lord shall come 
unexpectedly and suddenly; it shall come like a thief in the night; 
and the signs which are to precede its coming have been fulfilled and 
are being fulfilled every day. Truly, is not this a good reason for 
us to wake up from sleep, and to keep awake and watch anxiously, 
lest that great day fall upon us unawares and unprepared? Oh; that 
would indeed be terrible! O what an awful awakening it would be 
if the Lord would find us sleeping the sleep of carnal security, and 
would Himself arouse us from this lethargy by the thunders of His 
judgment ! Therefore let us wake up now, for now is the time of 
grace, now heaven is yet open to the sinner. When this time is at 
an end, it will be too late, then there can only be an awakening to 
eternal misery and torments in the flames of hell. 

This is confirmed as well as explained by the following words: 
“The night is far spent, the day is at hand.” The day of which the 
apostle here speaks again is the great and glorious day of the Lord. 
Of this day Paul says it is close at hand, and consequently the night 
is far spent. The night, that is, the night of the existence of this 
world, is nearly over, is drawing to a close, and it will not be long 
before the Judgment Day will inaugurate the day of eternal sal- 
vation upon which no night followeth. Therefore it is time to awake 
from spiritual sleep, to arise from the bed of carnal security, and 
to cast off the night-garments of sin and lust, and to be ready and 
prepared for the arrival of the day. Oh, therefore arise, ye sleepers! 
Awake from your slumbers, lest ye wake up too late, lest the thunders 
of Judgment Day be to you the herald of eternal night! 
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2. 


Now, what this awakening from spiritual sleep consists in the 
apostle shows in the following verses. He proceeds: “Let us there- 
fore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of 
light!” As the night is far spent and almost over, and the day is 
close at hand, it is meet that we should cast off the works of darkness. 
These works of darkness are those works which a person is ashamed 
to do in the daytime, which he is not willing to let people see. They 
are, in short, all the works of unrighteousness, for of these our Lord 
Himself says, John 3, 20: “Every one that doeth evil hateth the 
light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.” 
Thieves and burglars and other criminals commit their foul deeds 
under the cover of night, lest they be caught at them and punished 
for them. And in the same way everybody that does evil and pursues 
a crooked way, even if he commits his sins in the daytime, still 
tries to shield them from others, he likes to do them in the night of 
secrecy; for he is afraid of being reproved and punished for them. 
Hence the meaning of these words: “Let us cast off the works of 
darkness,” simply is: Let us desist and abstain from all works of 
unrighteousness, from all such deeds as we would be afraid to show 
up publicly before God or men. 

After having cast off the works of darkness, it also becomes 
necessary to “put on the armor of light.” This, of course, means, 
in opposition to the works of darkness, good, virtuous deeds, acts and 
deeds which we need not be ashamed to do during the day nor afraid 
to have them seen by men or God. Of these Christ says immediately 
after the passage quoted before: “But he that doeth truth cometh to 
the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought 
in God.” He that does works of righteousness need not be afraid 
to do them publicly before men and God, he need not try to hide 
them; for he knows that nobody will reprove him for them, but 
that he will, on the contrary, earn praise and honor with them. Yea, 
Christ Himself says about them that we should let our light so shine 
before men that they may see our good works and glorify our Father 
which is in heaven. By these works of light we reveal our faith, and 
may convince others of the truth of the Christian religion. Yea, the 
great Judge of the world will quote these works of light performed 
by the Christians as a proof that they have been Christians, and that 
true faith dwelt in their hearts. 

And here we must yet note that the apostle says: “Let us put 
on the armor of light!” These works of light are an armor with 
which we defend ourselves against our enemies. We are still living 
in the world, in the midst of our enemies, devil, world, and flesh, 
and hence it is necessary to defend ourselves against them. We must 
constantly fight with them so as not to be overcome by them. And 
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a piece of that armor with which we protect ourselves are also these 
works of righteousness; in fact, everything that makes us Christians 
helps us to fight against these enemies which would make us back- 
sliders from the truth. 

The apostle expatiates a little more on this subject. He adds, 
in the first place: “Let us walk honestly, as in the day.” In order 
to walk so that we need not be ashamed of our deeds, that we may 
do them in the day and in the sight of God and men, we must walk 
honestly, uprightly, decently. Then alone will we be willing to have 
our deeds seen, and, if necessary, scrutinized and criticised. 

And now the apostle also recurs once more to the works of dark- 
ness and mentions several such works: Let us not walk “in rioting 
and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife 
and envying.” The first thing which he mentions is rioting and 
drunkenness. This means all occasions where people come together 
for the purpose of excessive feasting or drinking, or where the in- 
dividual is given to the excessive use of liquor and debauches him- 
self. The second class of works of darkness mentioned are chamber- 
ing and wantonness. This includes all the sins against the sixth 
commandment, deeds, and words, and thoughts of lewdness and im- 
morality, adultery, fornication, unchaste language, immoral songs, 
impure thoughts and desires. And, of course, also all those occasions 
are meant which give rise to sins of this kind; for instance, balls 
and dances with their commingling of the two sexes in such close 
proximity as to necessarily excite the evil emotions of the flesh; the 
theater, with its only too often immoral and indecent plays; bad 
literature, with its enticing and exciting, but all the more dangerous 
representations, especially poisonous for the young. And lastly the 
apostle mentions “strife and envying,” quarreling and angry words. 
Also these are not the proper thing for Christians to indulge in, for 
they should rather love peace. 

Lastly the apostle admonishes once more to be zealously bent on 
living a godly life, by saying: “But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ!” 
Paul does not refer here to the putting on of Christ by faith, of 
which he speaks in various other places, but he means to inculcate 
here that Christians should imitate Christ’s example. For Christ was 
not only made unto us for righteousness, but also for sanctification. 
It should therefore be our aim to imitate His life of holiness and 
abstinence, of virtue and self-denial, as far as this is in our power. 
That is what the.apostle means to say. 

Paul closes his exhortation by saying: “And make not provisions 
for the flesh to fulfill the lusts thereof!” It is our duty to make some 
provision for the flesh. We should not try to starve ourselves, or 
to kill ourselves by overwork or in some other way. Nay, we should 
give to the body what it needs for its support. Therefore Christ has 
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taught us to pray for our daily bread, that is, as Luther explains, 
for everything that belongs to the support and wants of the body. But 
we should not provide for the flesh to fulfill the lusts thereof. We 
must not overfeed and overdrink ourselves, nor must we give too much 
rest to the body, for in that way the lusts of the flesh are nourished 
and excited, but we should rather eat moderately and work sufficiently, 
which will tend to hold the lusts of the flesh in check. — May we all, 
by the help of God, awake from spiritual sleep anew at this beginning 
of a new church-year, and henceforth walk as becometh believers of 
the Gospel. Gas 


Sermon for Christmas Eve, or Matin. 
Luxe 2, 15b. 


Deep quiet lay on the earth. That quaint little village of 
Bethlehem, in Judea, was reposing in refreshing sleep. No outward 
sign gave evidence of the great event which by the will of the 
almighty God was to occur in this obscure village. 

The only sign of life to be detected was out on the plains of 
Bethlehem. Lowly shepherds were keeping watch over their flock 
which was leisurely grazing on the green, luscious meadow. The deep 
quiet of the night was broken only by the shepherds’ conversation 
and by their sharp command to this or that sheep which, attracted by 
the more luxurious green farther away, was straying from the fold. 

But suddenly night was changed into day, the deep quiet of the 
night into fear and dismay. The angel of the Lord, enveloped in 
the brillianey of heavenly light, came upon them, shedding the glory 
of the Lord round about them. At the sight of this their heavenly 
visitor, the shepherds stood amazed, yea, were sore afraid. 

But not to fill them with fear and trembling did the heavenly 
messenger appear unto them; no, to fill their sad hearts with gladness 
and joy. In order to prepare them for the great, joyous message he 
was commissioned to bring them, the angel of the Lord said unto 
them, “Fear not; for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy 
which shall be to all people.” Surely, these words were not mere 
words without effect; they contained heavenly power, power to dispel 
all fear and to quiet their trembling hearts. Expectantly, eagerly, 
they look forward to the message which the messenger from the realms 
of glory was to bring them. And they hear the message; a message 
of such sublime joy the like of which they had never heard before; 
a message which filled their hearts, and since then the hearts of all 
that love Zion, with unspeakable joy. “For unto you is born this day, 
in the city of David, a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.” How their 
hearts must have leaped for joy! Christ, the long-expected Messiah, 
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the hope and salvation of Israel, yea, of the world, had come! Christ, 
concerning whom the greatest prophet of the Old Testament Covenant, 
Isaiah, prayed, “Oh, that Thou wouldest rend the heavens, that Thou 
wouldest come down!” had made His appearance. Christ, who ac- 
cording to the prophecy of their God should bruise the head of the 
serpent and deliver His people, had assumed the nature of man in 
order to win the victory for man. Now was salvation at hand. Great 
joy reigned in the hearts of the shepherds, yea, joy supreme; for the 
angel of the Lord also gives them directions where to find Him who 
came down from heaven to save and deliver His people. He says 
unto them: “And this shall be a sign unto you: Ye shall find the 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” Searcely 
had the messenger of God finished his wonderful message, when, lo, 
through the heavens there was wafted a chorus of such sublime 
grandeur, the like of which was never heard and never again will be 
heard here on earth. The multitude of the heavenly host burst forth 
into this exultant song of praise: “Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward men.” Oh, to have been those 
shepherds, and to have heard that celestial music! 

The last notes of the angelic chorus die away into silence. The 
great things that have come to pass fill the shepherds’ hearts with 
wonder and amazement. And as they finally grasp the full import 
of the message delivered unto them, they say one to another: “Let 
us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to 
pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.” 

The message told the shepherds on Bethlehem’s fields was, how- 
ever, intended not only for them, but for the whole sinful world, con- 
sequently also for us. And the joy it brought to their sinful hearts 
is to pervade also our hearts, which are likewise steeped in sin. Oh, 
then, come, 


“LET US NOW GO EVEN UNTO BETHLEHEM, AND SEE THIS 
THING WHICH IS COME TO PASS, WHICH THE LORD HATH 
MADE KNOWN UNTO US.” 


4; 


We hasten over the fields of Bethlehem to the small village which 
lies in utter darkness. Through ill-kept streets and dingy alleys 
our way leads us to that one solitary light in the distance. But 
whence does that light emit its rays? From a lowly stable, the abode 
of the horse and cow. But let not this deter you. It deterred not 
the overjoyed shepherds. They look not upon the surroundings; 
their gaze is steadily fixed on the dim rays of the light, beckoning 
them on to behold the miracle which the Lord had wrought. We 
enter the stable. Joseph and his espoused wife, Mary, with beaming 
countenances are’ feasting their eyes upon their firstborn child in 
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parental joy. The great happiness they are now experiencing renders 
them speechless. But where, you ask, lies the child? Remember, my 
friends, you are in a lowly stable. The child, which is Christ the 
Lord, and whose birth is good tidings of great joy, lies not in a highly 
ornamented cradle, is not wrapped in fine linen and costly silk, does 
not enjoy the advantages you and I enjoyed at our birth; no, wrapped 
in swaddling clothes, it lies in yonder unsightly manger, the feeding 
place of animals. Joseph and Mary, in obedience to the powers that 
had rule over them, came to Bethlehem to be taxed, and finding no 
room in the inn, were compelled to make their home in this lowly 
stable. And here, in this stable, Christ the Lord saw the light of 
day as a child. Was ever poverty such as His? 

But let us not look upon His poverty and low estate. Let us 
gaze at the Child and consider who He is! He is true man, a child 
as you and I were: just as weak, frail, and helpless, dependent upon 
the loving care of its mother. It is a child, our own flesh and blood. 
But behold, my friends, a more wonderful child the eyes of the world 
never beheld. It was conceived and born into this world without the 
agency of man. By the miraculous working of the Holy Ghost, Mary 
became its mother. For thus said the angel Gabriel to Joseph: 
“Fear not to take unto thee Mary, thy wife; for that which is con- 
ceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.” Then was fulfilled God’s 
prophecy of old: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and shall call his name Immanuel.” In truth, my friends, a wonderful 
Child! 

But a still greater wonder confronts us! This Child, although 
true man, is also true God, God in our flesh and blood! It is the 
only-begotten Son of the Father, the effulgence of the Father’s glory 
and majesty, the eternal Word, which was in the beginning with 
God, and by whom all things were made, who lies in the manger of 
Bethlehem’s stable. For the angel of the Lord says: “For unto you 
is born this day, in the city of David, a Savior, which is Christ the 
Lord.” Therefore the multitude of the heavenly host hastens down 
from heaven and jubilantly, exultantly, pours forth its heavenly song 
_ of praise: “Glory to God in the highest!” 

Behold, my friends, this is the thing which is come to pass in 
Bethlehem — the eternal Son of God has become man! 

But do you ask, Why did the Son of God become man, why did 
He leave the throne of His heavenly estate and assume our nature? 
Let us learn the answer from the angel’s message to the affrighted 
shepherds. 

2. 

“For unto you is born this day, in the eity of David, a Savior, 
which is Christ the Lord.” Here we have the answer to our question, 
why the eternal Son of God left the throne of His heavenly majesty 
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and assumed the nature of man. He took upon Himself the form of 
a servant, and was made in the likeness of man in order to become 
the Savior of man. For thus the angel Gabriel, in announcing to 
Joseph the birth of this Child, commands him: “And she shall bring 
forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus; for He shall save 
His people from their sins.” And St. Paul writes: “But when the 
fullness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a 
woman, made under the Law, to redeem them that were under the 
Law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.” 

“Unto you a Savior is born.” What blessed, joyous tidings! 
Could any other message fill the heart of the sinner with greater 
happiness and joy? Could any other message dispel the dark gloom 
of sin from his heart? 

It is true, we were not always sinners. When man left the hands 
of the Creator, he was without sin. God created him in perfect right- 
eousness and holiness. He knew and loved God with all his heart, 
with all his soul, and with all his mind. But this state of perfect 
righteousness and holiness was but of short duration. Man, the 
crown of all creation, voluntarily forsook his God and Creator, 
hearkened unto the tempting voice of the seducer, left the path of 
righteousness, fell into sin, and thus cast himself into unspeakable 
misery and woe. Through disobedience he became a child of wrath, 
a servant of Satan, a slave of sin, and an heir of eternal perdition. 
The gates of heaven were closed to him, and he now walked the path 
which led to eternal damnation. Man was lost, irrevocably lost in 
sin. He could not save himself; for no sacrifice brought by the 
hands of man can atone for, or wipe out, the deep blot of sin. Yea, 
even the angels of God could not save him. His doom was hell and 
eternal weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

My friends, what would all the joys of this world be if we could 
say nothing to counteract this dreadful picture of our final lot? 
What indescribable woe and misery would confront us! Yea, then 
far better for us, had we not sen the light of day; far better for us, 
were our lot the lot of the worm which is crushed to death and all 
is over, if these good tidings of great joy had not been brought us: 
“For unto you is born this day, in the city of David, a Savior, 
which is Christ the Lord.” 

The Savior is born! The Christ-child in the manger of Beth- 
lehem’s stable is the Savior of sin, the deliverer from death, the 
conqueror of Satan, of death and hell. He was born of woman and 
placed under the Law in order to perform that which we could not 
perform. He assumed our nature in order to fulfill the Law for us, 
in our stead, as our substitute, and thus to deliver us from the curse 
of the Law. He allowed Himself to be made in the likeness of man 
in order to bear the wrath of God for us, which condemned us to 
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hell ayd eternal damnation. By His active and, passive obedience He 
expiated our sins, blotted out the handwriting of ordinances that was 
against us, and gained for us the adoption of sons. By His innocent 
suffering and death He reconciled us to God, and again opened the 
pearly gates of heaven for us which our sins had closed. 

My friends, do you now grasp the import of that glorious mes- 
sage: “For unto you is born this day ...a Savior’? Do you now 
comprehend that without the advent of the Lord, the Savior, into the 
world there would be no hope of salvation for you and for the 
entire world? 

But is He also your Savior? Ask yourself this question seriously! 
You take time to consult your physician concerning your health, 
your banker concerning the state of your bank account; will you 
not take time to answer this question, the most important of all 
questions: Is Christ also my Savior? O did He, as far as I am 
concerned, perform His meritorious work in vain? Do I truly be- 
lieve in Him, implicitly trust in His vicarious suffering and death? 
Have I given myself, and all that I have, in the service of Him who 
gave Himself for me? Do I, in the strength which His grace im- 
parts, hate and battle against sin in all its forms? 

Oh, if these questions put you to shame, then fall upon your 
knees and beseech God that His grace which bringeth salvation may 
appear also unto you. Beseech God’s Holy Spirit to bring you to a 
complete acknowledgment and confession of your sins and to implant 
true, implicit faith in Christ, the Savior, in your heart. 

And then, hold fast to Him in true, unswerving faith; cling to 
Him and to His cross, the only refuge of all poor sinners, and in 
His strength deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this present world, looking for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior 
Jesus Christ. 

Yea, then, at the appearing of the great God and our Savior 
Jesus Christ you will hear His sweet voice calling you into the 
heavenly realms of glory, where you will hear greater and more 
sublime hymns of praise than were heard by the shepherds on Beth- 
lehem’s field. Then you will see your Jesus face to face, not in 
lowliness and poverty, but in all His glory and majesty. And standing 
before His throne, with all angels and archangels, patriarchs, prophets, 
and apostles, and the company of all the saints, you will join in that 
great hymn of praise which shall sound throughout all eternity: 
“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, 
and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing.” 
“Blessing and honor, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever!” Amen. 


J. Geo. 8. 
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Sermon for Christmas Day. 
MATT. 1, 18—23. 


In Curist Jesus, tHe Lrittte MANGER OHıLD, Dearty BELOVED: — 


No festival, either of the world or of the Church, is so generally 
celebrated as is the festival of Christmas. In many countries it 
has come to be a national holiday. Our country is one of these. On 
this day faces brighten, hearts are cheerful, young and old rejoice. 
Preparations for the day have long been made; many pleasant sur- 
prises have been planned, gifts have been purchased for young and 
old, for friends and relatives. Eagerly all have been waiting for the 
day to come. For no other festival preparations are made on such a 
scale; never does a feeling of joy reign so generally; never do hymns 
and anthems so cheer our hearts; never do young and old feel it more 
keenly if they are compelled to miss our beautiful services, than just 
on this day. Such as are otherwise so easily hindered from attending 
divine services are not at a loss how to overeome such hindrances 
on this day. Even such as otherwise do not attend church now recall 
the fact that at one time they, too, were among those who gladly, 
cheerfully, entered the house of God, and they feel a desire to be 
there once more. 

But, my dear hearers, what reason is there for such a general 
celebration? Many who celebrate do not know, or else do not care 
to know. The cause is nothing else than the birth of a little child 
in the little town of Bethlehem now over 1900 years ago; a little 
child that was born of a virgin amidst greatest poverty, who found 
no room in an inn, and consequently was satisfied: with a vacant 
stable or cattle stall. While she was there, the child was born, 
and she could do no better than to wrap it in swaddling clothes and 
lay it in a manger. 

But, my dear hearers, if the birth of such a lowly child can be 
the cause of such a general and wide-spread festival, then it must 
be more than an ordinary child. And so it is. To-day is the birth- 
day of an extraordinary, of a most wonderful Child. Only he can 
celebrate the Christmas festival aright who has true knowledge of 
this Child, as well as of the purpose of His coming. Since the 
majority of men lack this knowledge, or, at least, true faith in this 
Child, their Christmas joy is a hollow, empty joy. At best, they have 
but the empty shell of the true Christmas celebration, and lack the 
kernel or the chief and important part. In order that, by the grace 
of God, we may not lose sight of the chief joy of Christmas, let us, 
upon the basis of our text, hear a little more about 


THE WONDERFUL CHILD IN BETHLEHEM’S MANGER. 


1. In this Child God has come to us. 
2. By this Child we may come to God. 


’ 
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1. 


If, with the shepherds, we go to Bethlehem and follow the 
angel’s instructions: “Ye shall find the Babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger,” we shall find that a little child has been 
born for us, a true human child, of whom everything is true that 
we confess with regard to our own creation in the First Article. 
This Child has been truly created of God. .Like unto us, He has 
been wonderfully made. He has a body and soul, eyes, ears, and all 
members, reason, and all senses of a true human being. The very 
sieht of Him convinces us that He is fashioned as a man in every 
respect. Outward appearance reveals no difference between Him and 
any other child. The shepherds would not have been able to dis- 
tinguish this Child from any other if the angel had not given them 
this sign, or distinctive mark: “Ye shall find... lying in a manger.” 
— Nor must we think that this Child was created in heaven, as 
though God had desired to distinguish Him in such a manner from 
other human beings, and sent Him to earth on angels’ wings. No, 
this Child took His flesh and blood from a true human mother, and 
was born of her a true human child. The words of our text firmly 
assure us of this when they say: “Now the birth ... found with 
child.” And the last verse of this chapter assures us that Mary 
“brought forth her firstborn Son and called His name Jesus.” Indeed, 
in Bethlehem’s manger lay a true human child, born of a true human 
mother. The Prophet Isaiah had correctly prophesied when he said: 
“Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given.” 

Yet in one point does this true human Child in Bethlehem’s 
manger differ from all other children of men. He is truly a member 
of the human family, for He is a descendant of Adam; yet He is 
not begotten of man. He has no human father. His conception 
was an extraordinary conception. For this reason He was not sub- 
ject to sin. He was conceived without sin. That was a fact which 
the people of God knéw centuries before His birth; for the Prophet 
Isaiah had foretold: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive,” or, as our 
text has it, “shall be with child,’ “and shall bring forth a Son.” 
Do you ask how this is possible? The words of our text reply: 
“When as His mother Mary ... with Child of the Holy Ghost.” 
This Child was conceived by the miraculous working of the Holy 
Ghost. Just on this account He was not subject to the law of sinful 
conception. He did not need to say with the Psalmist: “Behold, 
I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.” 
He was a true child of Adam, yet He was not in the image of fallen 
and sinful Adam. He was born of a sinful mother, yet He Himself 
was not a sinner. The Holy Ghost Himself had cleansed and purified 
from sin the flesh and blood out of which this Child was formed. 
That is the truth which the angel wanted to impress upon the mind 
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of Joseph when he intended to “put her (Mary) away privily.” We 
read: “But while he thought ... is of the Holy Ghost.” That is 
the truth which the angel impressed upon the mind of Mary when he 
announced unto her that she should be the mother of the Savior. 
For he said: “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power 
of the Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore also that Holy Thing 
which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” Note 
that the angel expressly states that this Child should be holy. Holy 
means without sin. That is one of the vast differences between this 
human Child and other human children. Others are conceived and 
born in sin; this Child was conceived and born without sin. 

But as we enter upon a little deeper study of our text, and 
learn what it has to say of the person of this wonderful Child in 
Bethlehem’s manger, we learn of an even greater difference between 
it and other children of men. Two names are here given Him, which 
in their true and full meaning can be applied only to this Child in 
the manger. Our text begins with the words: “Now the birth of 
Jesus Christ was on this wise.” This Child is Jesus Christ. My 
dear hearer, ponder a moment what this really means. Jesus means 
Savior. This Child, then, is the Savior, whose coming the entire 
Old Testament had foretold for about four thousand years. Christ 
means the Messiah, or the Anointed. This Child is He of whom the 
Psalmist had spoken: “Thou lovest righteousness and hatest wicked- 
ness; therefore God, Thy God, hath anointed Thee with the oil of 
gladness above Thy fellows.” This Child in the manger therefore 
’ is the long foretold Savior, or Messiah, who should be anointed with 
the Holy Ghost and with power without measure. He should be a 
greater Prophet, a greater Priest, a greater King than any of His 
fellows. Though He lies upon a bed of hay, He is such an important 
person that the most important book of all times, our Holy Bible, 
the Word of God, focuses its chief prophecies and records of ful- 
fillment upon Him. This Child is He whom God has sent as the 
Savior of mankind. 

Yea, even more than this. This Child in Bethlehem’s manger is 
God Himself. Do you doubt this? I pray you, hear what our text 
says of Him. We read: “They shall call His name Immanuel, 
which, being interpreted, is, God with us.” This Child is the “God 
with us.” He is God in our flesh and blood. He is one person with 
our human nature, which His divine nature has assumed. This 
Child is not only human, but also divine. Hence the Scriptures say 
in another place: “In Him dwelleth all the fullness of the God- 
head bodily.” This little Child is “the true God and Everlasting 
Life.” The body of this Child is God’s body; His eyes, God’s eyes; 
His hands, God’s hands; His feet, God’s feet; His lips, God’s lips; 
in fact, all of His members, God’s members. 
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O my dear hearer, I pray you, go to Bethlehem’s manger, and 
look, and listen, and hear, and wonder. You are standing before the 
greatest miracle of time. Here is Deity in lowly infancy. Here is 
Divinity embodied in humanity. Here is He whom heaven and earth 
cannot contain in a little human body. Here is the Almighty as a 
weak and helpless infant. Here is the Lord of all glory, whose are 
the heavens and the earth and all the riches therein, in greatest and 
most bitter poverty, lodged in a cattle cave, cradled in a manger. 
Here is He upon whom the eyes of all must wait, who giveth unto 
the beast his food and unto the young ravens which cry, dependent 
upon a lowly human mother for food and nourishment. Ah, indeed, 
you are beholding the greatest miracle of time! We must exclaim 
here with the apostle: “Without doubt, great is the mystery of 
godliness: God is manifest in the flesh.” Our eyes are dazzled and 
blinded as we attempt to look into it. Our reason fails us as we 
attempt to explain it. It remains a mystery. But, however wonder- 
ful, it is a fact, an established fact, and nothing can overthrow it. 
The unbeliever, infidel, agnostic, or scoffer, may seek to explain it 
away, yet, nevertheless, according to history itself the only consistent 
solution is that which the true Christian Church confesses: In this 
Child God has come to us. This Babe is God Himself. 


2. 


But, my dear hearers, now comes the most glorious part of the 
glorious Christmas tidings; now comes the climax of the Christmas 
message; now I am going to ask you to ascend with me to the very 
pinnacle of true Christmas joy. For listen! By this wonderful 
Child we may come to God. Let us consider this in the second place. 

This world of ours is, at best, a vale of tears. Open your eyes 
as you pass along the streets of our city, go through our hospitals 
and other such institutions, read the columns of our daily papers, 
and you cannot get around the fact that there is an untold amount 
of misery in the world. There are the poor clamoring for food and 
raiment; there are the blind, living, yet groping about in darkness; 
there are the sick stretched upon their beds, because a fever or disease 
is eating away life’s strength; there are the crippled, unable to use 
the members of their body; there is worry and care; or take what- 
ever life you will, there is a constant march to the grave. And the 
source of all this woe and misery is sin; not as though it were a 
special sin in each instance, but sin is the general cause of all misery. 
If there were no sin, there would be no woe and misery upon earth. 
Yet these temporal tribulations are not the greatest woe resulting 
from sin. Sin has done far greater damage than this. Before our 
first parents had sinned, they lived in happy and blessed communion 
with God. They could meet God face to face and rejoiced to have 
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Him appear unto them. Man was then a true servant of God, 
delighting in doing the will of his Maker. After the fall, however, 
this happy condition was a thing of the past. By sin man had 
severed this blessed connection with God. Now there was a great 
gulf between God and man, a great obstacle, which separated God 
and man, an insurmountable barrier which severed man’s blessed 
connection with God. This gulf, this obstacle, this barrier, was 
nothing else than sin. By sin man had willfully forsaken God’s 
service and had become a slave to sin and the devil. Now man was 
in lifelong, yea, eternal slavery and bondage; for he was subject to 
death, subject to the curse and wrath and punishment of God for 
time and eternity. That is the greatest woe sin has brought upon 
earth, that it has severed man from God. 

And the saddest feature of this sad condition is, that man cannot 
help himself, cannot improve or better his condition, cannot return 
‚to God. The more he seeks to free himself from the chains and 
fetters of sin, the tighter are they drawn about him. Man was 
hopelessly lost. Look at the heathen and see for yourselves that 
this statement is true. For thousands of years have they groped 
about in spiritual darkness, attempting to save themselves, but they 
have made an utter failure of it; they have sunken ever deeper into 
the mire of sin; they have departed ever farther away from the Lord. 

But you may think: “Why paint so sad a picture of man’s sad 
condition on such a joyful festival as Christmas?” My friend, 
have you never seen that, when the night is darkest, the sparkling 
of the stars is brightest? So also here. The darker your own sinful 
condition appears to you, the brighter will the heavenly Christmas 
Light appear. Upon the dark and gloomy background of your sinful 
condition let me then, by God’s grace, flash the bright light which 
God sent us on yon Christmas Day 1900 years ago. Listen! The 
little Babe in Bethlehem’s manger, whose birth we are celebrating 
to-day, has entered into our woe and misery. God has become man, 
not that He might condemn and destroy us, but rather to help and 
save us. The angel said to Joseph: “She shall bring forth a Son... 
for He shall save His people from their sins.” In this Child God 
comes as our Helper, our Savior. He entered this darkness, this 
woe, this misery, that we might be saved therefrom. He bore our sin 
that we need not bear it. He suffered the punishment that we need 
not suffer. He entered death and rose again in glory that we, too, 
might arise unto glory. In short, He came to prepare salvation for us 
that we might be restored again. to man’s former condition, that we 
might be brought again unto happy communion with God. 

How can this be? How can we again come to God? The answer 
is plain: By this wonderful Child in Bethlehem’s manger; by be- 
lieving in Him; by accepting Him as our Savior. This little Child 
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has bridged the gulf between man and God, has overcome the obstacle, 
has removed the barrier. In Him heaven’s gates are now open for us. 
He opens us again the door 
Of paradise to-day. ’ 
The cherub guards the gate no more. 
To God our thanks we pay. 


Everything that separated us from God has been removed. God’s 
wrath is appeased. Salvation is earned for us. Now God comes 
to us in His holy Word and tells us: “He that seeth the Son and 
believeth on Him hath everlasting life,” and again: “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” 

O my dear hearer, come again and view this little Child in 
Bethlehem’s manger. Here is even more than the greatest miracle 
of time. Here is most convincing evidence of God’s love toward you. 
God Himself enters your woe and misery to save you from sin. Can 
you think of greater love than this? The Lord becomes a servant; 
the Creator, a most humble creature; the offended God, a friendly 
Savior; the God, who should have punished us, suffers the punish- 
ment Himself that we. might be saved. 

He serves that I a lord may be. 
A great exchange indeed! 

Could Jesus’ love do more for me 
To help me in my need? 


Very well, then, my dear hearer, as you view the little Infant in | 
Bethlehem’s manger, as you behold such bitter poverty, such lowly 
circumstances, as you see the cattle cave, the stall, the manger, the 
swaddling clothes, be not offended. You have absolutely no reason 
to be ashamed of this Child. This is a wonderful Child. In this 
Babe God has come to you as your Savior, and by this Babe you may 
come to God. O believe this! This message is true, unmistakably 
true. God Himself tells you this. As you go, then, unto Beth- 
lehem’s manger, go with the hands of faith and embrace this 
wonderful Child. Take Him up into your arms; yea, let Him 
find a little manger within your heart. Sing to-day with the poet: 

Welcome, O my Savior, now! 

Hail! My Portion, Lord, art Thou. 
Here, too, in my heart, I pray, 

O prepare Thyself a way! 


Amen. Aa NG JE, 


